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Assaults Toward a Detector Dog
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Important

Under authority of Sec. 501, Title V of Bill H.R. 2559 (commonly known as the Barney 
Bill), anyone who intentionally harms or interferes with a USDA detector dog may face a 
fine of up to $10,000. See Appendix J for the legislative authority. Refer to the following 
steps if your dog is assaulted. If the injury or illness is life threatening, contact your 
supervisor as soon as possible. If the incident is critical but not life threatening, contact 
your supervisor before taking the dog to the veterinarian. The Canine Officer is 
responsible for contacting the RCPC.
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Important

Do not write a civil penalty, as legal action will be taken based on the IES 
investigation.
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FIGURE 2-2-1: Detector Dog Assault Report
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FIGURE 2-2-3: Detector Dog Aggression Report
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Injury and Sudden Illness
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Important

If the injury or illness is life threatening, contact your supervisor as soon as 
possible. If the incident is critical but not life threatening, contact your 
supervisor before taking the dog to the veterinarian. The Canine Officer is 
responsible for contacting the RCPC.
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